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RMPA because it is located within an area identified in that document as open to oil and gas leasing 
and is within a previously issued Federal lease.  The PRMPA/FEIS and ROD are available for review 
at the Las Cruces District Office.  This EA addresses the resources and potential impacts on a site-
specific basis as required by the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969.  The proposed 
project would not be in conflict with any local, county, or State plans. 
 
1.3 Federal, State or Local Permits, Licenses or Other Consultation Requirements  
 
Under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act (as amended), the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA), was directed to develop a phased approach to regulate storm water discharges under the National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) program. Industrial activities disturbing land may 
require permit coverage through a NPDES storm water discharge.  Depending on the acreage disturbed, 
either a Phase I industrial activity (5 or more acres disturbance) or a Phase II small construction 
activities (between 1 and 5 acres disturbance) permit may be required.  Additionally, a U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers Section 404 permit for the discharge of dredge and fill materials may also be required.  
Operators are required to obtain all necessary permits and approvals prior to any disturbance activities.  
 
Compliance with Section 106 responsibilities of the National Historic Preservation Act is adhered to by 
following the BLM – New Mexico State Historic Preservation Officer protocol agreement, which is 
authorized by the National Programmatic Agreement between the BLM, the Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation, and the National Conference of State Historic Preservation Officers, and other 
applicable BLM handbooks. 
 
Additionally, the Operator is required to:  
 

• Obtain a waiver from New Mexico Oil Conservation Division for the use of a reserve pit if a 
reserve pit is used (Rule 21 waiver).  

 
• Comply with all applicable Federal, State and local laws and regulations.  

 
• Obtain the necessary permits for the drilling, completion and production of these wells including 

water rights appropriations, the installation of water management facilities, water discharge 
permits, and relevant air quality permits.  

 
2.0 Alternatives Including the Proposed Action 
 
2.1 Alternative A - No Action  
 
The BLM NEPA Handbook (H-1790-1) and the National Environmental Policy Act and associated Code 
of Federal Regulations state that for EAs on externally initiated proposed actions, the No Action 
Alternative means that the proposed activity would not take place. The No Action Alternative is presented 
for baseline analysis of resource impacts, and if selected, would deny the approval of the proposed 
application.   Current land and resource uses would continue to occur in the proposed project area. No 
mitigation measures would be required.  

 


